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quantity although, expressed   in   value,   the trade   declined frem Rs,   110 lakhs to
Rs.   102 lakhs.

Imports of paper manufacture into India rose from 25,000 cwts. to 31,000 cwts,
of which the U, K. supplied 12,000 cwts. or 39 per cent, as compared with 7,000
tons or 28 per cent, in 1932-33.

"While the steady decline in the total value of the imports of rubber manufac-
tures continued in the year 1933-34 the imports from the U. K. rose sharply from
Rs. 69 lakhs in 1931-32 to Rs, 80 lakhs in 1932-33 and further to Rs. 116 lakhs
1933-34. Japan also sent consignments worth Rs, 4 lakhs in 1933-34 as against
Rs. 3 and three-fourth lakhs in 1932-33.

The improvement in U. E?s share of imports of woollen manufactures is probably
the result of the ten per cenr. preference enjoyed by her.

In toilet requisites, U, K. was able to recover some of her trade probably chiefly
as a result of the ten per cent preference, her contribution to the total trade having
increased from Rs. 20 and three-fourth lakhs or 36 per cent, in 1932-33 to Rs, 22 lakhs
or 39 per cent, in 1933-34. The chief competitor in this line is the United 8 ates,
while France, Germany and Japan have a relatively small share, about 8 pertcent.
each in this trade.

Referring to the prices of imports in India, the report makes clear that a reduc-
tion in prices of preferential and non-preferential goods in India could not be
wholly due to a great fall in the general price level especially in countries in the
sterling group.

The chief reasons why the consumer has not been adversely affectel^by the new
preferential duties are adduced in the report, which observes that prices in most
cases of imports from the U. K, have shown considerable decreases. No doubt a
part of this may have been due to a general falling tendency in prices of similar
articles, but it cannot be denied that apart from, this decrease was centainly due to
the reduction in the duty in, favour of the U. K, and the effect on international
trade to such a degree that whatever trade remains is subject to severe competition.

The share in the imports of hardware, ironmongery and tools of all sorts not
otherwise specified, amounts to Rs. 97,55,822, or 34 per cent, as against Ka.
1,90,27,562 or 66 per cent, form foreign countries. The preference has in no way
adversely affected the consumers in this particular item inasmuch as prices have
been reduced in many cases both by the United Kingdom and by some of the
foreign competitors.

Imports from U. K. of electrical instruments, apparatus and appliances, namely,
(a) electrical control gear etc. (b) all other sorts, etc., amounted to Rs. 1,30,52,597

procelain while in the matter of India's import
metals and manufactures thereof, namely, (a) aluminium-circles sheets and other
manufactures, not otherwise specified, there has been a fall in the case of Oanandian
supplies due to a decrease ia landed cost following the depreciation of the
exchange.

As regards German silver, including nickel silver, the fall in the case of British
manufactures is great owing to keep price-cutting carried on by the Imperial Che-
mical Industries.

There is very keen competition in toys, games, playing cards etc. says the report,
not only among the various imported makes but also with the growing Indian
manufactures. The result of this competition combined with the preference has been
an all-round fall in the prices of imports from all sources. It is reported from
Bombay that imports of American. German and French goods have practically died
out owing to the perferences.

Imports of betelnuts are mostly from   the Straits Settlements and Ceylon.

The only industry in respect of which it has been claimed that the Ottawa
perferences have been prejudicial to Indian interests in the aluminium utensil
manufacturing industry. It is contended by some that the process of ruin of these
industry is being assisted by the preference, but the report quotes the opinion of
the director-general of commercial intelligence and statistics and of the director of
industries, Bombay, that the slump in the industry is due to (a) general trade de-
pression (b) competition of brass utensils arising from the cheapness of the yellow
metal and (c) competition amongst the aluminium producers themselves*